
TOWN OF STAMFORD 
SELECTBOARD MEETING 

May 4, 2023 
(UNAPPROVED) 

 
 
Present:  Selectboard:  Nancy L. Bushika, Chair, Pamela Tworig, Kurt Gamari and Marie Kelly-Whitney. 
 Michael G. Denault was not present. 
Visitors: Debra Burchard, Marta Miller, Deborah Righi, and James Righi. 
 Luke McKay, Dog Officer. 
 David R. Tatro, Road Commissioner. 
 William Levine, Emergency Management Director. 
 Lori Shepard, Selectboard Secretary. 
 
 
Nancy Bushika called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, 
welcomed everyone, and read a statement with procedural rules for the meeting.  Additional 
correspondence was added to the agenda.  There were no changes to the order.  Nancy Bushika offered 
the board’s sympathy to Theresa Denault and her family on the passing of her brother, Robert Moulton. 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION by Pam Tworig to accept the regular meeting minutes of April 20, 2023 as written.  SECONDED 
by Kurt Gamari.  All in favor.   Motion APPROVED. 
 
SELECTBOARD ORDERS 
The Selectboard reviewed and approved the following orders: 
 WARRANT #17  $  7,528.55   payroll  
 WARRANT #18  $35,069.96   accounts payable 
 
ROAD CONDITIONS 
1.  Dave Tatro met with Patrick Wilson from the Agency of Transportation last week and reviewed the 
Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways.  Patrick Wilson gave a thorough presentation on the upcoming 
grants and advised that the state will now pay for gravel as part of the Class II Structures grant.  Dave 
Tatro also met with Jim Henderson and they chose sections of Jepson Road and Boulger Road for work 
under the Clean Water Act Grant.  Dave Tatro is waiting for final approval before beginning any work.  
2.  The Selectboard approved and signed the Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways as well as the 
Town Roads and Bridge Standards. 
3.  The road crew has been grading roads.  They will continue to grade as the weather permits. 
4.  The Class 4 roads opened on May 1st.  Dave Tatro assessed the roads and there were a lot of 
branches down from the recent storm.  There is more work to be done on the Class 4 roads which he 
will fit in between grading. 
5.  Dave Tatro has signed the contract with the sweeper for spring road cleanup. 
6.  The cost to repair the 2019 Freightliner was $3,000.00.  The truck has to go back next week for 
additional repairs.  Nothing is covered under warranty. 
7.  Dave Tatro has not had time to get an estimate to repair the truck damage from the falling tree limb. 
8.  A tire blew apart on the grader and a new tire had to be purchased. 
 
RECYCLING 
1.  Marie Kelly-Whitney visited the transfer station last Wednesday.  There was not a lot of people, but it 
was the first day and many may not be aware that the summer hours have started.  The board 



 

 

considered Carol Fachini’s request to allow two recycling monitors to work on Wednesdays and debated 
the additional cost. 
MOTION by Kurt Gamari to hire a second person to work at the transfer station on Wednesday 
afternoons during the summer months.  SECONDED by Marie Kelly-Whitney.  All in favor.   Motion 
APPROVED. 
2.  Nancy Bushika attended the Alliance meeting yesterday.  The household hazardous waste facility is 
on target to open in June.  It will be at the Bennington Transfer Station on Houghton Avenue.  The 
Alliance will lease the land from the Town of Bennington.  Heritage Environmental Services was hired as 
the hauler.  Online reservations will be required and the cost will be $5.00 for residents and $25.00 for 
non-residents.  Electronics are still accepted for free at the Bennington and Readsboro Transfer stations. 
3.  The battery box has been received and household batteries can be accepted and recycled at the 
Stamford transfer station. 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
1.  Bill Levine attended the quarterly Regional Emergency Planning Committee meeting in North Adams.  
He discussed the state alert program.  In an extreme emergency, he can request an announcement 
through the Vermont Alert System to be sent to each phone in town.  Only about 25 Stamford residents 
have signed up.  You can chose what type of emergency you would like to receive notices for and 
whether you would like an email, phone call or text.  Bill Levine will get more information on the sign up 
procedure and invite the representative to an upcoming meeting.  The cost to the town will be minimal. 
MOTION by Pam Tworig to allow Bill Levine to go forward if the fee is $200.00 or less.  SECONDED by 
Kurt Gamari.  All in favor.   Motion APPROVED. 
2.  Bill Levine will help install the AED cabinet at the town office.  Dave Tatro will take care of installing 
the highway AED cabinet. 
3.  The final draft of the Local Emergency Management Plan was reviewed. 
MOTION by Marie Kelly-Whitney to approve and sign the Local Emergency Management Plan as 
presented.  SECONDED by Pam Tworig.  All in favor.   Motion APPROVED. 
A copy will be given to the Bennington County Regional Commission and Bill Levine would like a courtesy 
copy to be sent to the REPC in North Adams. 
 
DOG ORDINANCE 
1.  The board reviewed the final draft of the Ordinance Regulating Dogs and Wolf-hybrids. 
MOTION by Kurt Gamari to approve the Ordinance Regulating Dogs and Wolf-hybrids as presented.  
SECONDED by Marie Kelly-Whitney.  All in favor.   Motion APPROVED. 
2.  The Selectboard reviewed the Guidelines to Bring Delinquent Dog Owners into Compliance and made 
several changes. 
 
TOWN PLAN 
Kurt Gamari announced that the Planning Commission will soon be re-writing the Town Plan and 
people’s input will be welcomed.  He encouraged people to read it now.  The state is really pushing 
towns to increase their housing density.  The state can’t force too much if a town does not provide 
municipal sewer and water. 
 
SPEED SIGN 
Bill Levine looked into the solar powered radar sign.  They cost between $1,500.00 and $3,500.00.  The 
board was interested.  They would like to see if the state will allow them on the Main Road. 
 
 
 



 

 

TOWN WESBSITE 
Marie Kelly-Whitney would like to make improvements to the website in baby steps.  The Website Policy 
is so restrictive, there is not much she can do.  She feels the policy will allow her to add links to the 
school, library and fire department websites.  The fire department doesn’t have a website.  A question 
was raised whether adding links could compromise the security of the town website.  She would like to 
add a counter to the website to see how many people visit it.  Nancy Bushika suggested she start a Front 
Porch Forum but she wasn’t interested.  Marie Kelly-Whitney will contact the web designer. 
 
UNIFORM MUNICIPAL EXCESS WEIGHT PERMITS 
MOTION by Nancy Bushika to approve the uniform municipal excess weight permit application from 
Amerigas.  SECONDED by Kurt Gamari.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The appropriate fee and 
insurance information was received from the applicant. 
 
TAX ANTICIPATION LOAN 
The town clerk would like to borrow $400,000.00 in anticipation of taxes.  Pam Tworig was concerned 
with the rising interest rates.  They considered reducing the amount or borrowing in stages to try to save 
money.  It was decided that the clerk will request bids to borrow $400,000.00 which is the same amount 
as last year, for review at the next meeting. 
 
FIRE ENGINE LOAN 
The town clerk contacted the USDA Rural Development Department to request loan paperwork for the 
fire engine loan.  All of their loan documents are available online.  Paul Ethier forwarded additional 
information about another option.  Bill Levine stated that they intend to purchase the chassis with the 
reserved town funds and the rest of the financing won’t be needed for another couple years.  He will 
talk to Paul Ethier.  The town Clerk will contact the Vermont League of Cities & Towns for financing 
options. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT 
The town’s insurance carrier has conveyed the Selectboard’s demand for full reimbursement of the 
guardrail replacement cost to the driver’s insurance company.  There has been no response yet. 
 
FIRE TRUCK TOUR 
Paul Ethier is offering a fire truck tour on Monday, May 15, 2023 at 7 p.m. for anyone interested in 
learning about the fire equipment they have. 
 
LAWN CLEANUP ESTIMATE/RESPONSIBILTY 
1.  Yardwork by Dan offered a bid of $300.00 to clean up the front yard of the school.  He has already 
fixed the sod chunks and the front lawn.  Pam Tworig feels our highway crew is too busy to do the work. 
2.  Kurt Gamari contacted Erika Bailey about both boards discussing the lawn maintenance 
responsibility.  She wasn’t sure she could have the Selectboard added to the agenda, but felt the 
Selectboard could discuss the matter with the School Directors during hearing of visitors. 
 
JOINT SELECTBOARD/SCHOOLBOARD MEETING 
Nancy Bushika is working with Erika Bailey to schedule a joint meeting with the School Directors.   

 
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
Bill Levine advised that the fire department gave DV Fiber permission to store materials at the old state 
yard.  They should be starting to install infrastructure in the next couple weeks and are still on target to 
have the internet up and running by the end of 2023. 



 

 

 
DOG KENNEL 
Luke McKay was able to find a contractor to build the same size dog kennel for a much lower cost.  Pam 
Tworig commended him for taking the initiative to save the town money.  Kurt Gamari thanked him for 
his dedication. 
 
BULLETIN BOARD 
Pam Tworig offered to post all the town notices on the board at the transfer station.  The transfer 
station will not be one of the town’s official posting sites, but it will help get the word out. 
 
POLICIES 
Nancy Bushika asked if the board would like to begin reviewing the town Policies and Ordinances.  The 
board will look at one at a time. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
A question was asked who enforces the town ordinances.  The Zoning Administrator enforces the Zoning 
By-laws, the Dog Officer enforces the Dog Ordinance.  The state police can enforce the other ordinances.  
Nancy Bushika noted that the Selectboard can enforce civil ordinances by issuing tickets in the Judicial 
Bureau.  Deb Burchard was bothered that the sheriff only does traffic enforcement; if there is any 
serious threat, they will sit in front of the house to wait for back up.  The board will look into whether 
the state police will assist the Dog Officer when serving tickets in hand and if they will charge.  The board 
also questioned whether the sheriff can be hired for occasional duties, such as serving tickets, and what 
the charge would be.  Since Mike Denault, the police liaison was not present, the board will discuss this 
at the next meeting. 
 
VERMONT LEAGUE OF CITIES & TOWNS 
Deb Burchard asked for permission to contact VLCT in her capacity as Zoning Administrator.  The board 
agreed and thought she should sign up with their online program. 
 
MOTION by Marie Kelly-Whitney to adjourn.  SECONDED by Kurt Gamari.  All in favor.  Motion 
APPROVED.  The meeting ended at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
      Marie Kelly-Whitney 
      Clerk 
/las 
 

REMINDERS 
 
1.  All dogs 6 months and older must be licensed by April 1st of each year.  State law requires a valid rabies vaccination 
certificate to be filed with the Town Clerk’s office.  Licensing your dog is very easy.  Rabies certificates can be faxed to 
the town office at 802-694-1636 or emailed to the town office at townclerk@stamfordvt.net.   Once the current rabies 
certificate is on file, license renewals can be handled in person, by mailing a check, by utilizing the mail slot in the back 
wall of the town office or by telephone with a credit card.  License fees are $9.00 for each spayed/neutered dog or 
$13.00 for each intact dog.  Checks should be made payable to the Town of Stamford. 
 
2.  The town office is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and on Thursdays from 1 p.m. to 7 
p.m.  Closed Mondays. 
 
















