TOWN OF STAMFORD
SELECT BOARD MEETING
June 19, 2025
(UNAPPROVED)
6:00 p.m.

Present: Select Board: Nancy L. Bushika, Chair, Michael G. Denault, Douglas Wright, Kurt
Gamari and John Dunn.

Visitors: Debra Burchard, Jedidiah Gramlin, Lisa Gramlin, Peter Greenbush, William Levine,
Luke McKay, Thomas Nazzewski, Stephanie Shelburne, and James Stimpson.
Lori Shepard, Select Board Secretary.

Nancy Bushika opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance, welcomed
everyone, and read a statement with procedural rules for the meeting. New information
concerning the website was added to the agenda. Jed Gramlin recorded the meeting for his
YouTube.

HEARING OF VISITORS

1. Bill Levine informed the board of the failed transformer on the south side of the school
which caused the generator to run for several hours. The power company responded and
saw that the wires were also deteriorated and trimmed the tree branches along the pole
line. West Qil has refueled the generator.

2. Deb Burchard asked if the Select Board had consulted with the Vermont League of Cities
& Towns about whether the Zoning Board of Adjustment hearing should go forward.
Stephanie Shelburne feels she is being hazed. Mike Denault felt townspeople are taking
sides and he stated that he is not on either side. A discussion ensued regarding the
legitimacy of the complaint and the authority of the Select Board to cancel the Zoning Board
of Adjustment’s hearing.

MOTION by Mike Denault to send a letter and email to the Zoning Board of Adjustment
chair before June 25, 2025 to let her know that the Select Board believes the upcoming
meeting should not go forward because the complainant did not follow proper protocol by
not going through the Zoning Administrator, and because the time has expired for the
permit it refers to. SECONDED by Kurt Gamari. 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Nancy Bushika).
Motion APPROVED.

3. Christine Dobbert stated that East Road was just re-paved and it is very nice, but her
house is on a corner and the paving raised the height of the road more than a foot above
the level of her driveway. She contacted the highway department who responded quickly
and filled in the area with dirt, but dirt will wash away and she requested a more permanent
repair. She showed the Select Board pictures of two cracks in her bumper caused by
entering her driveway the first time after the paving. She would like the damage to her car
repaired. Nancy Bushika said the board will speak with Dave Tatro, the Road Commissioner,
and will be in touch.

MINUTES
MOTION by Mike Denault to accept the regular meeting minutes of June 5, 2025 as written.
SECONDED by Doug Wright. Allin favor. Motion APPROVED.



SELECT BOARD ORDERS

The Select Board reviewed and approved the following orders:
WARRANT #23 $ 7,921.20 payroll
WARRANT #24 $33,237.82 accounts payable

FINANCIALS
The board reviewed and approved financials for the month of May.

ROAD CONDITIONS
No report.

RECYCLING
No report.

ZONING BY-LAWS

Nancy Bushika acknowledged that there were no disagreements with the proposed By-law
changes at the public hearing on June 12, 2025.

MOTION by Mike Denault to approve the Zoning By-laws as presented. SECONDED by Kurt
Gamari. Allin favor. Motion APPROVED.

The new Zoning By-laws were signed and will be effective July 10, 2025.

PLANNING COMMISSION GRANTS
Jim Stimpson advised that the Bennington County Regional Commission would like to work
with the Planning Commission to obtain grants to update the Zoning By-laws.

TAX BILL INSERT
The Select Board reviewed the proposed changes to the tax bill insert. A revised version will
be presented at the next meeting.

911 HOUSE NUMBERS

Bill Levine explained that 911 numbers are required, per Vermont Statute, to be at least 3”
reflective letters on a contrasting background. The numbers must be visible on your house
if your house is visible from the road or at the driveway entrance if your house is not visible
from the road. Lisa Gramlin spoke with the Alpenwald board who feels it is the town’s
responsibility to send out notifications to its residents regarding 911 numbers.

ETHICS COMMISSION/ETHICS ORDINANCE

The State of Vermont has backed out of helping towns review ethics complaints. The
town’s proposed Code of Ethics Investigation and Enforcement Ordinance has been revised
to reflect that change. The new procedure for filing a complaint was reviewed. Many in
attendance felt that more than one person should be designated to gather the facts and it
should not be handled by one person due to potential bias in town. They would like to see
three people chosen to gather facts, of which one would be appointed as the lead.
MOTION by Doug Wright to move the question and end discussion. SECONDED by Mike
Denault. Allin favor. Motion APPROVED.

The draft ordinance will be revised and discussed at the next meeting.



FIRST QUARTER FINANCIALS
Nancy Bushika reviewed some of the line items. The treasurer offered to answer any
guestions at the board’s convenience.

EMPLOYEE POLICY HANDBOOK
Mike Denault will work with Nancy Bushika to review the policy.

HIGHWAY LABORER

John Dunn asked if the town was going to move forward with hiring a third highway laborer.
The position is listed at the end of the minutes but has not been officially advertised.
MOTION by John Dunn to post the position in three public places in town as required.
SECONDED by Mike Denault. All in favor. Motion APPROVED.

The position will be posted as part-time with the option for more hours, salary negotiable.

JOINT MEETING WITH SCHOOL DIRECTORS
The Select Board will meet with the School Directors on Tuesday, June 24, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
during the School Board’s regular meeting. The All Boards meeting will be scheduled soon.

LISTER POSITION

Deb Burchard asked what was going to happen with the lister position. She doesn’t want to
take classes and incur expenses if it’s not going anywhere. Deb Burchard will reach out to
past listers to see if they are interested in working as a lister again.

TOWN SIGN

Nancy Bushika asked if the board wanted to work on the sign now that the By-laws have
passed. John Dunn began the process but stopped while the By-law revision was going on.
The board agreed to move forward. Jed Gramlin mentioned the filing of form S.1111 but
Nancy Bushika felt that is only needed for a sign within the state’s right-of-way.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

1. The Board of Abatement meeting is scheduled for July 10, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

2. The Select Board will cancel its regular meeting on July 3, 2025 due to the holiday.
3. A Board of Civil Authority meeting will be scheduled for July 31, 2025 at 6 p.m.

WEBSITE
The Select Board authorized the purchase of cloud space to allow the audio recordings of
meetings to be posted on the town website.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION by Mike Denault to find that premature general public knowledge of a personnel
matter and pending or probable civil litigation would place the town at a substantial
disadvantage. SECONDED by Doug Wright. All in favor. Motion APPROVED.

MOTION by Mike Denault to enter executive session for a personnel matter pursuant to 1
V.S.A. § 313(a)(1)(B) and for a pending or probable civil litigation pursuantto 1 V.S.A. §
313(a)(1)(F). SECONDED by Doug Wright. All in favor. Motion APPROVED. The Select
Board entered executive session at 7:30 p.m. Luke McKay was briefly invited to participate
and the board remained in executive session after he left.



MOTION by Mike Denault to exit executive session. SECONDED by Kurt Gamari. All in favor.
Motion APPROVED. The board exited executive session at 8:40 p.m. Action: A Special
Select Board meeting will be scheduled for 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 24, 2025 prior to the
joint School Board meeting. The Select Board authorized Nancy Bushika to follow up with
Dave Tatro concerning the paving on East Road.

MOTION by Mike Denault to adjourn. SECONDED by Doug Wright. All in favor. Motion
APPROVED. The meeting ended at 8:43 p.m.

Kurt Gamari
Clerk

/las

REMINDERS

1. Townspeople should sign up with the state’s free communications network, VT-Alert. You can sign up
at vtalert.gov to receive notifications. You can choose how you would like to be alerted (phone call, text

or email) and can choose what type of alerts you would like to receive, i.e. weather, road closures, public
health, etc.

2. Anyone interested in applying for the transfer station substitute position should submit a letter of
interest to the Select Board.

3. Anyone interested in joining the town highway crew should fill out an application or get in touch with a
Select Board member.

4. Anyone interested in serving as a lister should submit a letter of interest to the Select Board.

5. The dog license due date was April 1, 2025. Please come in as soon as possible to license your dog.
The new dog license fees for 2025 are $18.00 for spayed/neutered dogs and $24.00 for real/intact dogs.

6. The town office is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and on Thursdays
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.; closed Mondays.



