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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Monday, March 2, 2020 7 p.m.

ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
Monday, March 2, 2020 7:30 p.m.

AUSTRALIAN BALLOT VOTING HOURS
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

VOTER REGISTRATION

If you have already registered to vote in Stamford, please check the posted Voter Checklist to verify
that your name is on the list. Same Day Voter Registration Law went into effect on January 1, 2017
in Vermont. Eligible residents will be able to register to vote on any day up to and including
election day during normal business hours at the town office or during the hours when the polls are
open.

EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOT

An early or absentee voter, family member, authorized person or health care provider can request an
absentee ballot in Vermont, without providing any reason for the request, by telephone, in person or
in writing until 5 p.m. on the day before the election. You do not register by party in Vermont.
You do not have to tell anyone which party you favor. Ways of voting absentee are:

! Vote in town clerk’s office before the deadline.
! Pick up a ballot at the town clerk’s office and mail or deliver it back to the clerk’s office

before election day or to polling place before 7 p.m. on election day.
! Have ballot mailed to you and mail or take it back to the clerk’s office before election day or

to polling place before 7 p.m. on election day.
! If disabled or ill, have two justices of the peace bring a ballot to you at your home on the day

before or the day of the election.

Town Office
Monday closed
Tuesday 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Wednesday 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Thursday 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Thursday evening 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Phone (802) 694-1361
Fax (802) 694-1636
stamfordvt@live.com
www.townofstamfordvermont.org
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TOWN OFFICERS ELECTED

Term Expires
Town Moderator
William Levine (1 year term) 2020

School Moderator
William Levine (1 year term) 2020

Town Clerk
Lori A. Shepard (3 year term) 2020

Treasurer
Lori A. Shepard (3 year term) 2020

Selectboard
Carol A. Fachini (3 year term) 2020
Christopher Warren (3 year term) 2021
Daniel Potvin (2 year term) 2020
Nancy Bushika (2 year term) 2021
Michael Denault (3 year term) 2022

School Directors
Kelly Holland (3 year term) 2021
Barbara Malinowski (2 year term) 2020
Erika Bailey (2 year term) 2021
Cynthia Lamore (3 year term) 2020
Jessica Tatro (3 year term) 2022

Auditors:
Vacancy (1 year term) 2020
Vacancy (2 year term) 2021
Vacancy (3 year term) 2022

Collector of Delinquent Taxes
Sally A. Bohl (1 year term) 2020

Cemetery Commissioners
David McKay (3 year term) 2021
Sally A. Bohl (3 year term) 2020
Janice Farinon (3 year term) 2022

Library Trustees
Danielle Smith (5 year term) 2020
Tyna L. Senecal (5 year term) 2022
Barbara Goldstein (5 year term) 2021
Linda Rodovick (5 year term) 2023
Caroline S. Burch (5 year term) 2024
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Term Expires
Justices of the Peace
Sally A. Bohl January 31, 2021
Rosemarie Curran January 31, 2021
Peter Grudin January 31, 2021
Helen Fields January 31, 2021
Tyna L. Senecal January 31, 2021

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Administrative Officer
James Stimpson (3 year term) 2020

Board of Adjustment
Theodore N. Dobbert (3 year term) 2020
Peter Grudin (3 year term) 2021
Jean Kurpiel (3 year term) 2022
David L. Saldo (3 year term) 2021
Sheila G. Lawrence (3 year term) 2022

Emergency Management Director
William Levine (1 year term) 2020

Emergency Management Coordinator
James Stimpson (1 year term) 2020

Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator
Sheila G. Lawrence (1 year term) 2020

Dog Officer
Luke McKay (1 year term) 2020

Energy Coordinator
Jennifer Hughs (1 year term) 2020

Septic Officer
Maura Hawkins (1 year term) 2020

Planning Commission
Stephen C. Bechtel (4 year term) 2021
Sheila G. Lawrence (4 year term) 2022
Kurt Gamari (4 year term) 2020
Daniel J. Potvin (4 year term) 2023
David L. Saldo (4 year term) 2021
Helen F. Fields (4 year term) 2023
Aaron Malachuck (4 year term) 2020
Steven Denault (4 year term) 2021
Jenifer Hughs (4 year term) 2022
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Conservation Commission
Martin Cristofolini (4 year term) 2021
Vacancy (4 year term) 2020
David L. Saldo (4 year term) 2023
Kurt Gamari (4 year term) 2020
Sheila G. Lawrence (4 year term) 2022
Jennifer Lovett (4 year term) 2020
Vacancy (4 year term) 2021

Road Commissioner
David R. Tatro (1 year term) 2020

Tree Warden
Bruce Richardson (1 year term) 2020

Bennington County Regional Commission
David R. Tatro (1 year term) 2020
Daniel J. Potvin (1 year term) 2020

Green Up Day Coordinator
Patricia Sullivan (1 year term) 2020

APPOINTED BY STATE (with recommendation)

Fire Warden
Charles Dolle June 30, 2021

Deputy Fire Warden
Harry Klein June 30, 2021

Health Officer
Kurt Gamari (3 year term) November 1, 2020

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Town meeting, 7 p.m. March 2, 2020
Presidential primary and local election, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. March 3, 2020
Dogs must be licensed with the town April 1, 2020
Statewide primary election, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. August 11, 2020
Recycling cards renew November 1, 2020
Presidential election, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. November 3, 2020
Property taxes are due November 19, 2020

V



UNITED STATES SENATE

Senator Patrick Leahy, Website www.leahy.senate.gov
Washington DC office: 437 Russell Senate Building, Washington, DC 20510
Ph 202-224-4242, Fax 202-224-3479, Email senatorleahy@leahy.senate.gov
Burlington, VT office: 199 Main Street, Court House Plaza, 4th floor, Burlington, VT 05401
Ph 802-863-2525 or 800-642-3193, Fax 802-658-1009
Montpelier, VT office: 87 State Street, Room 338, Montpelier, VT 05602
Ph 802-229-0569, Fax 802-658-1009

Senator Bernard Sanders, Website www.sanders.senate.gov
Washington DC office: 332 Dirksen Building, Washington, DC 20510
Ph 202-224-5141, Fax 202-228-0766
Burlington, VT office: 1 Church Street, 3rd Floor, Burlington, VT 05401
Ph 802-862-0697 or 800-339-9834, Fax 802-860-6370
St. Johnsbury, VT office: P.O. Box 4084, 481 Summer Street, Suite 107, St. Johnsbury, VT
05819
Ph 800-339-9834, Fax 802-860-6370

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE

Representative Peter Welch, Website www.welch.house.gov
Washington DC office: 2187 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515
Ph 202-225-4115, Fax 202-225-6790,
Burlington, VT office: 128 Lakeside Avenue, Suite 235, Burlington, VT 05401
Ph 888-605-7270 or 802-652-2450, Fax 802-652-2497

VERMONT STATE SENATORS

(D) Richard W. Sears, Jr., 343 Matteson Rd., North Bennington, VT 05257
Home 802-828-2228, Email rsears@leg.state.vt.us

(D) Brian Campion, 1292 West Rd., Bennington, VT 05201
Home 802-375-4376, Email bcampion@leg.state.vt.us

STATE OFFICIALS

Governor Phil Scott, 109 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05609, Website
www.governor.vermont.gov
Ph 802-828-3333, Fax 802-828-3339

Secretary of State James C. Condos, 128 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05601-1101
Ph 800-649-2148, email secretary@sec.state.vt.us, Website www.sec.state.vt.us
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WINDHAM/BENNINGTON-1 REPRESENTATIVE

(I) Laura Sibilia, P.O. Box 2052, West Dover, VT 05356
Website www.laurasibiliavt.gov
Ph 802-828-2228, Home 802-348-7131, Cell 802-384-0233 Email lsibilia@leg.state.vt.us

Bennington County Sheriff’s Department (802) 442-4900

Vermont State Police (802) 442-5421

Selectboard Meeting
The Stamford Selectboard meets at 6 p.m. in the town office on the first and third Thursday of
each month.

School Director’s Meeting
The Stamford School Directors meet at 7 p.m. in the Stamford Elementary School on the
second Thursday of each month.

Recycling Center
Saturday 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Summer – last Wednesday in April to the last Wednesday in October: 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Taxes
Taxes are due on the third Thursday of November by 8 p.m. If not received in the treasurer’s
office by the date due, they become delinquent and are subject to 8% penalty and interest at
the rate of 1% per month for the first three months and 1.5% for each month thereafter.

Stamford Elementary School (802) 694-1379

Stamford Community Library (802) 694-1379

Library Public Hours
Tuesday 3 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Thursday 3 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The above hours are in effect throughout the school year. Summer hours will be announced.

AUDITING STATEMENT

The firm of Love, Cody & Company, Certified Public Accountants, conducted an
audit for the Town of Stamford’s cash receipts and disbursements for the year 2019. The
financial statements, supplementary information and auditors’ report are available for
inspection in the town office during regular office hours.
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]HYPV\Z [V^U IVHYKZ ^LYL PU]P[LK& 4V[O TLL[PUNZ ^LYL ^LSS YLWYLZLU[LK& <[ ^HZ H ^VUKLYM\S ZOHYPUN

HUK UL[^VYRPUN L_WLYPLUJL&
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*)&0/#& 3 5A6 V]LY *(# PUKPJH[LZ [OH[ HZZLZZTLU[Z$ HUK [OLYLMVYL WYVWLY[` [H_LZ$ HYL UV[ MHPYS`

KPZ[YPI\[LK HJYVZZ [V^U& <[ ZOV^Z [OH[ ZVTL YLZPKLU[Z HYL ILPUN V]LY [H_LK HUK V[OLYZ HYL ILPUN \UKLY

[H_LK& EOL DLSLJ[IVHYK H[[LTW[LK [V HWWLHS [OL Z[H[LbZ KLJPZPVU$ I\[ \UMVY[\UH[LS`$ V\Y HWWLHS MVY
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[OPZ WHY[ ^PSS IL JVTWSL[LK PU *(*( HUK [OL YLHWWYHPZHS ^PSS IL JVTWSL[LK I` [OL *(*) 9YHUK ?PZ[&

EV JV]LY [OL HKKP[PVUHS L_WLUZLZ VM WHYJLS THWWPUN HUK YLHWWYHPZHS$ [OL DLSLJ[IVHYK ^PSS IL [YHUZMLYYPUN

"1$-((&(( MYVT [OL SPZ[LYZb YLHWWYHPZHS'NYHUK SPZ[ M\UK [V [OL NLULYHS M\UK&
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[V^U [V YL]PL^ HSS UL^ JVUZ[Y\J[PVU HUK THRL Z\YL ^L HYL \ZPUN [OL TVZ[ HJJ\YH[L PUMVYTH[PVU

WVZZPISL&
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MVY "0$,0-&((&
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Finance Committee Report 2019

The Town of Stamford’s Finance Committee participated in budget discussions with each
of the town’s boards/committees (Selectboard, Stamford Volunteer Fire Company,
Library Committee and School Committee). We have found that each board/committee
takes its fiscal responsibility seriously and want to express our appreciation for their
willingness to answer challenging questions and make difficult decisions. Their
dedication to the taxpayers and residents of Stamford is commendable. We have found
all board members to be diligent, hardworking people, who give of themselves to ensure
that Stamford remain a safe and well-maintained community with an outstanding quality
of life.

In regard to the town warrant articles, our recommendations are as follows:

Article 2: Recommend passed as written. The Finance Committee would like to
encourage the Selectboard to use as much of the 2019 positive town and highway fund
balance as is fiscally responsible to reduce the raise and appropriate.

Article 3: Recommend passed as written. The Selectboard report contains all relevant
details. The Finance Committee would like to express its appreciation to the Selectboard
and to the Highway Department for their willingness to control expenses and to be
conservative in regards to revenue estimates.

Article 4: Recommend passed as written.

Article 5: Recommend passed as written.

Article 6: Recommend passed as written. The Finance Committee would like to thank
the Cemetery Commissioners for their continued service and fiscal responsibility.

Article 7: Recommend passed as written. The Finance Committee would like to
commend the members of the Library Committee on their continued service, fiscal
responsibility and their efforts to secure external funding.

Article 8: Recommend passed as written. The Finance Committee would like to express
our sincere appreciation to the men and women of the Stamford Volunteer Fire
Department. Their efforts to secure external funding are commendable. The services they
provide to our community are invaluable.

Article 9: Recommend passed as written.

Article 10: Recommend passed as written. The Finance Committee observes that the
return on each of these investments is significant.

In regard to the school warrant articles, our recommendations are as follows:
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Article 4: Recommend passed as written.

Article 5: Recommend passed as written. The Finance Committee acknowledges the
challenges in developing a fiscally responsible school budget. The Committee also
recognizes the efforts and commitment of the School Board and thanks them for their
service. Particularly in light of fiscal challenges, the Committee encourages
transparency, cooperation and communication with the community. Furthermore, the
Finance Committee encourages townspeople to regularly attend School Board meetings
for the purpose of understanding school fiscal matters and operations.

Article 6: Recommend passed as written.

Article 7: Recommend passed as written.

It has been a pleasure working with all boards/committees and town staff. We appreciate
the efforts of all working diligently to present fair and transparent budgets. We sincerely
hope that this report is helpful to the voters in making informed decisions.

Respectfully submitted,

Tyna Senecal
Patricia Sullivan
Heather Tietgens
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Stamford Community Library

2019 has been a busy and exciting year for the library. We would first like to thank everyone who
contributed to our success this year. We could not have done any of it without the hard work and dedication
of our staff as well as the support of so many community members who volunteered their time and effort.

We would like to congratulate Jen Ryan on the completion of her VT Certificate of Public Librarianship. We
are so excited to welcome her in her new role as the co-librarian! As a result of her hard work, we were
fortunate to be selected as one of twelve New England libraries to receive the Children’s Literacy Foundation
(CLiF) Rural and Small Libraries Grant. Thanks to CLiF, we added $2500 worth of new children’s books to
our collection, hosted a school visit with the amazing author/illustrator Marty Kelly, and added three
Amazon Fire tablets and a coding robot to our library. CLiF will host another author visit this spring as well
as a huge book give-away for all Stamford Elementary School students!

Over the past year we hosted many special events: 36 amazing programs in total. We were excited to
completely separate the adult and children’s books sections and continue to update our collection to better
serve the needs of the community. We added a total of 387 new books to our shelves, and provided 54 books
through the inter-library loan service.

With 18 adult programs and 18 children’s programs, 2019 was a busy year. Some of the highlights were:
! LEGO Club (an enormous success with over 43 total participants)
! Jen Benoit’s Lyme Disease prevention program. Jen provided a room full of guests with invaluable

information and tips just in time for tick season.
! A summer partnership with Victoria Jefferies and the Community Building Group on a ceramic tile-

making project. Over the course of several weeks, community member carved and painted tiles.
These were used to make the large plaque on the front of the school building and the bulletin board
outside the library entrance. Others will be incorporated into future projects.

! Our annual summer reading program was a big hit again! We crafted galaxy mason jars, played
with giant bubbles, experimented with trajectory in a life-sized game of Angry Birds, launched
homemade soda bottle rockets (available for checkout) and created mini catapults (we are still
finding mini marshmallows in the library!). The summer program culminated with a program from
Uncharted Wild, where over 70 people were able to get up close and personal with reptiles of all
shapes and sizes.

! Storytime welcomed a horse and a service dog, yoga and dance instruction, and tons of fun crafts!
! In November, we participated in International Games Week with a Community Game Night event.

We were excited to update our board game collection, adding 8 new games, which are available to
check out anytime!

! December was another busy month as we upcycled old books into beautiful holiday decorations and
had a special Christmas Pajama Storytime. We welcomed Stamford resident Kalei Carlson, of
Movement Matters Healing Arts, for a senior’s yoga session which was followed with
‘Impeachment in Context’ a lecture with Benjamin Hain on the history of the impeachment process.

Thanks to a subscription from the VT Department of Libraries, we are now offering a free new learning and
career-building resource: Learning Express Library. Look for our upcoming “how to” program to learn how
to use this as well as Overdrive, our new e-book service that provides access to thousands of electronic and
audio books. As always, check www.stamfordlibrary.org for our latest events!

Finally, and most importantly, we would like to thank the residents of Stamford for their support. We
continue to work hard to be a true community center for our town and are eager to do even more in 2020!

-Stamford Community Library Board of Trustees
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Account Balances
Petty Cash 30.00
TD Bank Checking 11,769.08
TD Bank Money Market 21,226.51
Mullett Fund CD 2,905.49

Total Assets 35,931.08

2019 Over/(Under) 2020

2019 Budget Receipts Budget Budget
Revenues

Refund 0.00 433.42 433.42 0.00
Town Appropriation 7,800.00 7,800.00 0.00 7,800.00
Book Sales / Fundraising 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
General Donations 0.00 252.00 252.00 0.00
Special Donations 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
General Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Special Grants 0.00 450.00 450.00 0.00
Fundraising / Misc. Income 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Interest Income 0.00 94.12 94.12 0.00

Total Revenues 7,800.00 9,029.54 1,229.54 7,800.00

2019 Under/(Over) 2020
Expenses 2019 Budget Expenses Budget Budget
Salaries and Benefits

Co-Librarian Salary 8,427.00 $6,624.00 $1,803.00 6,660.00
Co-Librarian Salary 0.00 0.00 0.00 13,965.00
Asst. Librarian Salary 9,309.00 $12,243.00 ($2,934.00) 0.00
Sub. Librarian Salary 800.00 $204.82 $595.18 800.00
Social Security / Medicare 1,418.00 $1,459.03 ($41.03) 1,639.00
Workers Compensation 103.00 $102.80 $0.20 109.00

Total Salaries and Benefits 20,057.00 20,633.65 (576.65) 23,173.00

2019 Under/(Over) 2020
Operating Costs 2019 Budget Expenses Budget Budget

Library Materials 3,350.00 2,909.09 440.91 3,350.00
Continuing Ed./Prof. Dues 50.00 35.00 15.00 50.00
Internet Access 150.00 138.00 12.00 150.00
Travel 200.00 295.76 (95.76) 200.00
Equipment Repair 100.00 0.00 100.00 100.00
Supplies Expense 550.00 941.08 (391.08) 650.00
Miscellaneous / Lost Books 150.00 239.99 (89.99) 150.00
Postage / Shipping Expense 250.00 100.00 150.00 250.00
Programs 850.00 946.63 (96.63) 950.00
New Equipment 450.00 559.58 (109.58) 450.00
Subscriptions 200.00 457.60 (257.60) 300.00
Computer Technical Service 500.00 0.00 500.00 200.00
Equipment Replacement 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Library Automation Support 1,000.00 1,056.05 (56.05) 1,000.00

Subtotal Operating Expenses 7,800.00 7,678.78 121.22 7,800.00

Total Expenses 27,857.00 28,312.43 (455.43) 30,973.00

2019 Under/(Over) 2020
2019 Budget Expenses Budget Budget

Expenses paid from donations, grants, fundraising, etc.

Library Materials 0.00 983.41 (983.41) 0.00
Programs 0.00 300.00 (300.00) 0.00
Miscellaneous 0.00 300.00 (300.00) 0.00

Subtotal expenses paid by others 0.00 1,583.41 (1,583.41) 0.00

Stamford Community Library
As of December 30, 2019
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